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Radical call to discipleship

“Great crowds accompanied Jesus, and he turned and said to them, ‘If anyone comes to me and
does not hate his own father and mother, and wife and children, and brothers and sisters, yes, and
even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.” These are harsh and shocking words of Jesus to the
people who were following him. They had different reasons or intentions as they accompany Jesus.
Many even in our time are confused by the word “hate.” This is the opposite of “love.” But does
Jesus meant to “hate”, in the sense of having evil intentions towards mother and father? Or having
resentful feelings or anger towards the others? Certainly no! But rather it is an attitude and action
free from any attachments to people and things. Often Jesus uses this hyperbolic language
(exaggeration) to call people’s attention. Jesus meant that if anyone wants to become a disciple of
Jesus, must be willing to follow God’s call and to love him freely above all other beings and things.
This is not easy, and it requires faith in God and his gratuitous help called, grace. Many people were
following Jesus, but with different intentions in their hearts. Some may have been following him
because he was a powerful healer and miracle performer. Others perhaps follow him, just looking
for someone who could offer easy solutions to their problems. Others saw in him the Messiah, the
Christ and Saviour. Jesus stopped them, and us today, and tells us that to follow him entails a radical
renunciation to the things of this world and to put God first and above all other loves. Jesus did not
say that if they follow him, they will have a nice and better life without problems or sufferings. Jesus’
call to discipleship is radical, meaning, it goes to the root of our unhealthy attachments to the things
of this world on which we rely on to build our happiness. This includes renouncing to our own lives.
He calls his followers to renounce to the egotistic “I” which is so deeply rooted in us. We tend to
defend our projects of lives, our time for entertainment, our ideas and too often put ourselves first
before anyone else without realising that we are living selfishly. The Lord asks to renounce to this
all-consuming “self” that brings unhappiness, unsatisfaction and loneliness, because it does not
allow us to relate to the other freely but rather with selfish interests, this is not love at all. The Lord
invites us to follow him carrying our own crosses, meaning, accepting ourselves and our lives with
all our joys and sufferings. Accepting and embracing our realities in this life, who we are and
accepting the spouse and children and our brothers and sisters, relatives, friends and colleagues
with their own characters, flaws and virtues. Jesus’ call to follow him is radical because it uproots
the old selfish person and creates a new person and a new life in freedom that leads to happiness.
Let us examine our hearts and not be afraid to discover our true intentions to follow the Lord.

Fr David

Parish Priest: Fr David Lucuy Claros
Parish Administrator: Mrs. Elisabete Veselovska Catechetical Coordinator: Mrs Marcelle Jemide
Safeguarding Representative: Ms Vicky Gowdie Email: tottenhamsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk



mailto:tottenham@rcdow.org.uk
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/tottenham/

d SANCTUARY LAMPS 3
Sanctuary lamp burning in honour of the Blessed Sacrament (Red) is offered for the repose of
the soul of James Shine.

Sanctuary lamp burning in honour of Our Lady (blue) is offered for the intentions of Hannah
Shine.

MASS INTENTIONS

SUNDAY Emmanuel Cotter ANNIV, Jackson Joseph Thanksgiving 11am Edwige Tossah RIP,
Joshua Anyanwu Thanksgiving 2pm Nigerian Chaplaincy Mass MONDAY Edwige Tossah RIP,
Sabir Ahmed Thanksgiving TUESDAY 10am Edwige Tossah, Imelda Conway RIP
WEDNESDAY No Mass THURSDAY 10am Edwige Tossah RIP, Bruce Nyazika Thanksgiving
FRIDAY 7pm Edwige Tossah RIP, Gabriella Nasso RIP SATURDAY 10am Eugenia Victor
Davis Thanksgiving, Aaron Torres Thanksgiving 7pm Edwige Tossah RIP, Selina Fernandes
ANNIV SUNDAY 9am Jackson Joseph & Anne George Special INT, Clarama Joseph & Joseph
Isaac Thanksgiving 11am Oliver Victor ANNIV, Joao Marques ANNIV

PARISH NEWS
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION AND CONFIRMATION ENROLMENTS 2025-2026
The enrolment of children and young people for First Holy Communion and Confirmation Programmes
2025-2026 is now open until Sunday 14" September 2025. To enrol your child, please scan the QR code
on this newsletter or from the parish notice board at the back/entrance of the Church; or visit our parish
website tottenham@rcdow.org.uk and click on the corresponding forms link. For FHC — please provide
a copy of your child’s Baptism certificate; for Confirmation — please provide a copy of your child’s Baptism
and First Holy Communion certificates. For further information, please contact the Parish Catechetical
Coordinator Marcelle Jemide at tottenhamcatechist@rcdow.org.uk
Please note that you will receive a confirmation email of your child/children’s enrolment and
information about dates for the meetings, starting the week of 15" September 2025.

PARISH TEAS & COFFEES GATHERING IN THE PARISH HALL

After a good summer break, the Parish Hospitality Team resumes today Sunday their ministry to serve
teas & coffees in the Parish after 9am and 11am Masses. Come and meet the brothers and sisters in the
Parish Hall after Sunday Masses.

EVENT PARKING RESTRICTIONS TIMES CHANGED AND FINES

We are aware that a number of drivers received fixed penalty notices for parking on the High Road and
in the suspended bays in Brereton Road on an event day. Haringey Council have changed event day
parking restrictions and full information is on the nearby signs. We urge drivers to always check signs
before parking. Please consider which Mass you attend when events are at the stadium. Whenever
possible we use the school grounds for parking cars but rely on volunteers and your punctuality as gates
close to allow all to attend Mass on time. Parking in the bays at the side of church and in front of the
presbytery are reserved on weekends for those with disabilities and the prior permission of the Parish
Priest. A permit will be issued to those who qualify, which must be displayed when using the spaces.
Brereton Road has expensive bollards fitted as some drivers block the emergency exit from church. This
entrance is now closed before Mass starts to ensure everyone's safety in the event of an emergency.

EVENT CAR ACCESS PERMITS
We have the car access permits for the season 2025-26, please collect it from Parish Office or from Fr
David.

HOSPITAL ADMISSIONS NOTIFICATION AND ANNOINTING OF THE SICK

If you are sick and going into hospital you should remember to let us know the name of the hospital and
the date you are being admitted. If you are unable to do this yourself then please ask a relative or friend
to do this on your behalf. Hospital chaplains and parish priests are no longer automatically informed
about Catholics that are in hospital so they will not know that you have been admitted unless you tell
them. It is up to you to ensure that your hospital records state that you are a Catholic.

Fr David will be able to advise if you should consider availing yourself of the sacrament of the sick prior
to admission.
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SCHEDULED EVENTS AT THE STADIUM FOR SEPTEMBER 2025

Concerts: Post Malone- Saturday 20" and Sunday 215t at 5pm; Football: UEFA
Tuesday 16" TOT-Villa Real at 8pm; Sunday 28t TOT-WOL at 2pm.

Parking restrictions will be in place. Please have a look on the link below:
https://www.tottenhamhotspur.com/the-stadium/local/

Please be reminded that on the upcoming Sunday events the road closures will start at 12
noon prompt, and civil enforcement officers are likely to target the area around the church to
issue parking tickets.

Also be aware of the times of road closures for the upcoming weekday events are 2 hours

before the events take place.

PLANNED-GIVING BOXES

The Planned Giving Boxes are ready for collection. Please meet one of our parish finance
committee members in the presbytery after Sunday Mass but our first preference is during
weekdays from the Parish Office from 9am to 1pm or by appointment. If you don’t have a box
of envelopes, we encourage the use of our contactless or setting up a standing order. For any
questions please, contact the Parish Office. Thank you for your understanding.

PARISH FINANCES

PARISH PLANNED GIVING DONATIONS

The best way to help us is by setting up a Bank Standing Order, see details
below. If you are a taxpayer, please consider making a GIFT AID declaration for
your donations, to enable the parish to claim back 25p for every £1 you donate.
We would ideally like to reduce the use of cash due to further costs incurred
and would request that instead if you can donate by card at church by tapping

on the contactless machines as you go out of church or consider donating Pt e ot o,

online through our website https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/tottenham/donate. Our
bank details are as below:

Account Name: WRCDT Tottenham

Sort Code: 40-05-20

Account Number: 71264397

Thank you very much for your continued support and generosity.

DONATIONS: We received the previous week Loose Plate £326.46 Envelopes £222.70
Standing Orders (July) £3,501 Contactless (July) £484.

GIFT AID DONORS: Thank you for adding gift aid to your donations. We have received for 2024-
25, an extra £8,649.14 at no extra cost to you.

GASDS — We have also made a new claim for 2024-25 of this extra benefit of £2,000 on the loose
plate donations for which we are extremely grateful.

ST FRANCIS DE SALES BUILDING FUND
To-date we have raised a total of £46,852.98 includes £1,519.26 gift aid refund received on the
last claim 2024-25. Thank you very much for your generosity.
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SACRAMENTAL LIFE

INFANT BAPTISM COURSE: The next Baptism
Preparation Course for parents intending to baptise
infants is on Saturday 20" September 2025 at
12noon in the church. If you are intending to baptise
your child, please send an email to the Parish Office.

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMMES: Applications
for the 2025 — 2026 Sacramental Programmes:
RCIC [Rite of Christian Initiation for Children],
First Holy Communion and Confirmation is now
Parish website
tottenham@rcdow.org.uk or by scanning the QR
Code below or on the Notice Boards at the

available online on the

back/entrance of the Church.

CONFIRMATION 2025-2026
APPLICATION FORM ST FRANCIS
DE SALI

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2025 -
2026 Application Form St Francis

Deadline for submission of completed
application forms is Sunday 14" September
2025. Once maximum number is reached, no
further registrations will be accepted.

ADULTS’ CONFIRMATIONS AND RECEPTIONS
INTO THE CATHOLIC CHURCH PROGRAMME

RCIA 2025: If you are interested, please scan the
QR code to enrol in the Programme here.

ST FRANCIS DE SALES CHURCH
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION
FOR ADULTS (RCIA) (RCIC) (2025)

FUNERALS

For funeral arrangements, please contact the parish
office and let us know the name of your loved one so

that we can pray for his/her soul.

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:

Gerald Emmanuel: Funeral Mass will be celebrated

on Thursday 11" September at 11.30am.

WEDDINGS

If you are planning to get married, please call or send
an email to the parish office. Couples wishing to
marry here or in any Catholic Church need to give at

least six months’ notice of their intentions.

MASS TIMES THIS WEEK

Monday 10am
Tuesday 10am
Wednesday No Mass
Thursday 10am
Friday 7pm
Saturday 10am
Saturday (Vigil) 7pm
Sunday 9am and 11am

Adoration of the Blyessed Sacrament
After Mass at 10.30am to 11.15am

CONFESSIONS
Saturday after Mass at 10.30am to 11.15am
Saturday Afternoon 6pm to 6.45pm

Please pray for our beloved departed
parishioners

Leonard Cotter, May Chigboh, Florence
Ponton, Theresa llechie, Gerald O’Grady,
Marcella Tambro Edward Bicar, Alex Mamwa,
Margaret  Fitzgerald, @ Timothy = James
O’Connell, Muriel Nembhard, Ronald
Sweeting, Tino Leone, Anna Beschizza,
Juliana Goolgar, James (Jim) Hunter, Dawn
Newton, Joao Marques, George Pierre, Kitty
Corbett, Natalie Cosgrove, Anna Wilkinson,
Ernest Kwapong, Bernadette Leon, Noreen
Patricia Gould, Loraine Barabutu, Edwige
Tossah, Annie Lutwak, Fr Sean Carroll, Fr
John Buckley, Ann Theresa Clifford, Luis
Spinola, Lucretia Baptiste, Patricia Davin,
Eugene McCann, James Yeboah, Doris
Albrecht, Benjamin Katty, Antonia Orji, Mary
Gallagher, Matilda Adams, Bridget Okpechi,
Dorathy Egbuka, Antonio Mascarenhas, Mary
O’Connor, Victoria Emelieze, Christopher
Beaumont, Ajay Patel, Andrew Gallagher,
Silvia Patricia Bohorquez, Gerald Emmanuel,
Filomena Cuenco and all our brothers and
sisters who have fallen asleep in peace with
our Lord.

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let
perpetual light shine upon them.

May they rest in peace. Amen
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