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The Presentation of the Lord

Today the Church celebrates the feast of the Presentation of the Lord which occurs forty days
after the birth of Jesus and is also known as Candlemas day, since the blessing and procession
of candles is included in today's liturgy.
“Today's first reading gives us an important insight to understand profoundly the mystery of the
Lord’s Presentation in the Temple by Mary and Joseph, in accordance with the canons of Mosaic
Law. The text, taken from the Prophet Malachi says, ‘I am sending my messenger to prepare
the way before me; and suddenly there will come to the temple the Lord who you seek’ (Mal
3:1). From all the Gospels, we know that it is the Precursor, St John the Baptist who was born 6
months before Jesus, that God sent to prepare His way. Putting these evangelical facts together,
we can comprehend the words of the Prophet Malachi. The Lord God promised that He would
send a Precursor to prepare His way. Since there is only 6 months between the birth of St John
the Baptist and Jesus it is clear that the prophecy meant that suddenly after the Precursor, the
Lord Himself will come. So, soon after the Baptist's birth, God entered His temple. Jesus’
presentation signifies God’s entrance to His temple. God made man entered His temple,
presenting Himself to those who were really searching for Him”. (extract from Catholic
Culture.Org).
This entrance of the Lord in His temple is recognise by Simeon and Anna who were serving at
the Lord’s temple day and night. They in a way they represent those who were longing and
praying the Christ of God to manifest himself and, their eyes were opened (enlightened) to
recognise Jesus as the Christ or expected Messiah.
When Simeon saw the child Jesus coming in, he exclaimed, ‘Lord, now you are letting your
servant depart in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation that you
have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory
to your people Israel.’ Simeon’s words are an echo of many people who are expecting with hope
to be saved by the Lord, who comes as the light to enlighten the way out of darkness of suffering
and death which, many people are experiencing and surrounded by.
On this day of the Presentation of the Lord, we are invited to open our eyes of faith and see and
recognise, like Simeon and Anna, in Jesus our Saviour who lights up the way out to salvation
from whatever darkness we are experiencing at present.
The Lord is visiting his temple, the Church, but also you and | who are the temple of the Holy
Spirit. Let us welcome him with joy and follow his light and enter into his peace.

Fr David
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e SANCTUARY LAMPS 3
Sanctuary lamp burning in honour of the Blessed Sacrament (Red) is offered for the repose soul
of James Shine
Sanctuary lamp burning in honour of Our Lady (blue) is offered for the intentions of Hannah
Shine.

MASS INTENTIONS

SUNDAY 9am People of the Parish 11am John Kofi INT, Stephanie, Kevin Kesia Thanksgiving
MONDAY 10am Fr John Buckley RIP TUESDAY 10am Daniel Henao INT WEDNESDAY
10am NO MASS THURSDAY 10am Fr John Buckley RIP 6pm Reception of the Body Edwige
Tossah RIP FRIDAY 11am Edwige Tossah RIP Funeral Mass 7pm Fr Sean Carroll RIP, Maria
Stephen & Albert Flak INT SATURDAY 10am David Paul & Anne David RIP, Sister Rose &
Sr Mary Pauline RIP 7pm Anna Beschizza RIP SUNDAY 9am Helen Keers ANNIV, Earl
Alexander-Cotter Thanksgiving 11am People of the Parish, Kwaame, Maame, Audrey
Thanksgiving

PARISH NEWS

FR JOHN BUCKLEY RIP

It is with great sadness that we announce that our former Parish Priest Fr John Buckley has
passed away on 25" January 2025. Fr John was Parish Priest in Tottenham for 18 years.
Funeral arrangements will be announced in due course. Healing will take time, but together,
we will support each other through this difficult period. Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon him. May he rest in peace. Amen.

FR DAVID’S ANNUAL LEAVE 2025 — THANK YOU TO THE VISITING PRIESTS

We are extremely grateful to Fr Andrew, Fr Harry, Fr Pierce, Fr Clement, Fr Alexander and Fr
Joseph for celebrating the Masses for our Parish while Fr David was away. May God bless
them.

ANNUAL MASS OF THANKSGIVING FOR MATRIMONY AT WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL
ON SATURDAY 17TH MAY 2025 AT 2:30PM

The Cardinal invites couples in the Diocese celebrating in 2025 their 5th, 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th,
50th, and 60th (and any year over 60) wedding anniversary of Catholic marriage. Please give
your parish these details: husband and wife’s names, wedding date, number of years married,
postal address, email (or phone number, if no email). Details of attendees are then sent by the
parish to family@rcdow.org.uk.

CHURCH’S MAIN GATE TRIPPING HAZARD

Regrettably the area of the church’s main entrance gate has suddenly subsided and became
a tripping hazard for people. We are working with the Property Department of the Diocese to
repair that area and make it safe. In the meantime, it will remain closed and please use the
side entrances to enter the church. Thank you for understanding.

ST FRANCIS DE SALES INFANT AND JUNIOR SCHOOL GOVERNORS’ VACANCY

Our school is looking for governors who are not parents of any students in our school who
want to make a difference in the lives of our children and are willing to share their experience,
faith, skills and expertise in an educational environment. If you have a passion for improving
the life chances of children, we invite you to become part of our team that offers supportive
challenge to the leadership of our school and help us to fulfil our mission. If you are interested,
please send an email to admin@sfds.haringey.sch.uk and state your interest for the post.
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SCHEDULED MATCHES AT THE STADIUM FOR FEBRUARY 2025

Today Sunday 2" February 18.45 Sunday 16" February 16.30 and Tuesday 25" February
19.45. Parking restrictions will be in place. Please have a look on the link:
https://www.tottenhamhotspur.com/the-stadium/local/

Free computer coaching for the over 60s - Palmers Green

Local charity, Generation Exchange in partnership with St. Anne’s Catholic High School for Girls
run a unique intergenerational computer project whereby young volunteers from the school
provide 1:1 IT support to older people. New project starting on Tuesday 27th February at
11.30am-13.00pm at the Upper School in Palmers Green for 10 sessions. Available for the over
60s living in the boroughs of Haringey or Enfield. Places are limited - for more info & to register,
contact Leonie on 07713937811 or generationexchange2@gmail.com

PILGRIMAGE TO ASSISI AND ROME, ITALY - Led by Fr David

Pope Francis had announced the opening of The Jubilee Year 2025 starting on this 24t
December 2024. We invite you to join our Pilgrimage to Assisi and Rome from 7" March to
13t March 2025, 6 nights - £1,195 per person. For more information check this website:
https://joewalshtours.co.uk/private-groups/pilgrimage-to-italy-david-lucuy-claros/#booking-form
If you need help booking a place, please contact us in the Parish Office 020 8808 3554 and
speak to Elisabete or Fr David.

PARISH FINANCES

PARISH PLANNED GIVING DONATIONS

The best way to help us is by setting up a Bank Standing Order, see details
below. If you are a taxpayer, please consider making a GIFT AID declaration for
your donations, to enable the parish to claim back 25p for every £1 you donate.
We would ideally like to reduce the use of cash due to further costs incurred
and would request that instead if you can donate by card at church by tapping iy 4
on the contactless machines as you go out of church or consider donating Pt e sen oo
online through our website https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/tottenham/donate. Our
bank details are as below:

Account Name: WRCDT Tottenham

Sort Code: 40-05-20

Account Number: 71264397

Thank you very much for your continued support and generosity.

DONATIONS: We received the previous week Loose Plate £795.89 Envelopes £272.70 SVP
£902.19
Standing Orders (December) £3,614.50 Contactless (December) £437

GIFT AID DONORS: Thank you for adding gift aid to your donations. We have now made a claim
for 2023-24 and have received £ 7,956.41 at no extra cost to you.

GASDS — We have now received this extra benefit of £2,000 on the loose plate donations for
which we are extremely grateful.

ST FRANCIS DE SALES BUILDING FUND

To-date we have raised a total of £42,099.06. This includes £1,199 gift aid refund received on the
last claim 2023-24. Thank you very much for your generosity.
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SACRAMENTAL LIFE
BAPTISMS: The next course will be on Saturday
22" February 2025 at 12noon in church.

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMMES 2024-2025:
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION:

Parents Meeting: Tuesday 4" February 2025 at
6pm prompt start; to end at 7pm in the Parish Hall.

Group 1: Friday 14" February 2025 at 5.30pm
prompt start; to end at 6.30pm in the Parish Hall.

Group 2: Saturday 15" February 2025 at 12noon
prompt start; to end at 1pm in the Parish Hall.

CONFIRMATION:

Next Class Session is on Monday 3™ February
2025 at 6pm to 6.45pm. Please remember to bring
your Bible, notepad, and pen.

RITE _OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR
CHILDREN (RCIC): Next session: Sunday 9"
February: first with the 11am Mass — followed
immediately after with a catechetical session
upstairs in the Parish Hall from 12.15pm to 1.15pm.
Please bring your Bibles, notebooks and pencil
cases.

RITE __OF CHRISTIAN
ADULTS (RCIA)

Next session: Monday 3™ February 2025 from 7pm
prompt to 8pm in the Presbytery.

INITIATION FOR

FUNERALS

For funeral arrangements, please contact the parish
office and let us know the name of your loved one
so that we can pray for his/her soul.

Funeral Mass for the repose of the soul of Edwige
Tossah on Friday 7" February at 11am. The
Reception of the Body service will be on 6" February
at 6pm.

WEDDINGS

If you are planning to get married, please call or
send an email to the parish office. Couples wishing
to marry here or in any Catholic Church need to give
at least six months’ notice of their intentions.

MASS TIMES FOR THE NEW YEAR

Monday 10am
Tuesday 10am
Wednesday NO MASS
Thursday 10am
Friday 7pm
Saturday 10am
Saturday (Vigil) 7pm
Sunday 9am and 11am

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Saturday 10.30am to 11.15am
CONFESSIONS
This Saturday 6pm to 6.45pm

Please pray for our beloved departed
parishioners

Rene Petrousse, Bernard (Bernie) Meaney,
Ernest William, Melford Weekes, Gabrielle
Doocey, Gadje Sabine Ouan, Marjorine
Nunoo, Benedict D’Silva, Timothy O’Connor,
Anne Elizabeth Beguin (nee Corrigan),
Pauline llogebe Udenze, Mercedes Torres

Arroyo, Lawrence Henry, Agnes Otuo
Achampong, Lucas DaSivla, Jean Mae
Marlow, Francis Onyearugbulem Lucy
Dawson, Christopher Nwankwo, Malika

Sauvimootu, Leonard Cotter, May Chigboh,
Florence Ponton, Theresa llechie, Gerald
O’Grady, Marcella Tambro Edward Bicar,
Alex Mamwa, Margaret Fitzgerald, Timothy
James O’Connell, Muriel Nembhard, Ronald
Sweeting, Tino Leone, Anna Beschizza,
Juliana Goolgar, James (Jim) Hunter, Dawn
Newton, Joao Marques, George Pierre, Kitty
Corbett, Natalie Cosgrove, Anna Wilkinson,
Ernest Kwapong, Bernadette Leon, Noreen
Patricia Gould, Loraine Barabutu, Edwige
Tossah, Annie Lutwak, Fr John Buckley and
all our brothers and sisters who have fallen
asleep in peace with our Lord.

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May they rest in peace.

Amen




